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God bless America, land that I love

Stand beside her and guide her

Through the night with the light from above

From the mountains to the prairies

To the oceans white with foam

God bless America, my home sweet home

God bless America, land that I love

Stand beside her and guide her

Through the night with the light from above

From the mountains to the prairies

To the oceans white with foam

God bless America, my home sweet home

From the mountains to the prairies

To the oceans white with foam

God bless America, my home sweet home

God bless America, my home sweet home

 Words by Irving Berlin

As history records, Irvin Berlin, born Israel Baline, was 5 years old when his family fled anti-Semitic persecution in Russia and migrated to America. His family stayed, and Israel became a citizen in 1918. In that year, he started his military career and wrote “God Bless America” while at Camp Upton in Yaphank, Long Island, New York.
In 1940, "God Bless America" was the campaign song for both Presidential candidates F. D. R. and Wendell Willkie. The song represented cultural and religious tolerance.



So, studying these words we sing at many public events, we take note of the meaning. Yes, we ask that God Bless America, a land we love. Then the song highlights that we ask God to stand beside America and guide her through what? Through the “night.” How is God going to guide America? According to the song by Mr. Berlin, with the light from above!

When we review the construction of the song, it is like a prayer. It is not declaring that America deserves to be blessed by God. The song basically prays that God stand and guide America through darkness with His light. 
Freedom to Pray

 
I see that we all should pray to God to guide America through hard and good times. Despite the recent pandemic, America has had good times and good people.   
I like to call upon God, asking him to bless America. We are not a perfect people. We never were and never will be. However, it is my observation that millions of people around the world are risking their lives to get here. We hear from the news that many people die in their efforts to cross America’s borders. So, whatever America has to offer, to them it is worth dying for America and worth praying for.
Personal and Economic Freedom

 One freedom on display for the world to see is how American law gives everyone equal opportunity. For example, with America’s equal opportunity, the sports and entertainment business has provided a platform for all. With personal freedom to develop our athletic and artistic abilities, many young athletes and artists find themselves achieving a scholarship. Some athletes make it to the professional ranks and are paid millions of dollars so that Americans can be entertained. In 2017 the average median yearly household income is about $59K.   Compare this to athletes, who many came from poverty, but due to equal opportunity they have applied their hard work to attain a professional standing and now make millions. I see that the entire American sports/entertainment industry has elevated many to a level of life they otherwise would not have been afforded in another country. I see that people have been afforded the opportunity to benefit from a law-abiding life and hard work to achieve the American Dream. 
Anyone who does not see this reality and truth has chosen to ignore the facts. America, like all countries, has people that commit criminal acts. These people are to be confronted by the authorities and held accountable. When it is the authorities themselves who have violated the law then they shall be held accountable by the rule of law. 

Freedom to Minister

With that said, we minsters have been afforded the opportunity, here in America, to preach the Gospel and speak to all regarding the Good News of God. We have not been held back. We have access to prisons and can walk door-to-door seeking to engage others about the love of God.
Minister’s Freedom 
 Every Pastor, Elder, Teacher and Disciple who is called by the Lord is held accountable to exhort and defend the Gospel Message. All are called by the Lord.  God’s Holy Spirit levels His accountability to each person He has called to carry-out the day-to-day ministry that He commissioned us. There are no other kind of ministers of the Lord. You  are either called by God or not. We have many that have called themselves. They are the wizards behind the curtain bellowing smoke to a population they hope will never know the difference between right and wrong. There isn’t any “lukewarm” in God’s calling. This is the historical problem with the Church, too many false teachers. However, history has also revealed that we are given enough “Light” by ministers who adhere to God’s Words. 

God’s Freedom in Government

God’s Calling and Purpose for Government
At times, there isn’t any doubt that our government in America exceeded God’s calling for their purpose. They have exceeded their assignment of God’s Natural Law which was established for good. When government exceeds God’s calling to act “good” then they have violated the trust of God and the people over which God placed them to govern.
Romans 13:3-4  3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same;  4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil.

Who defines what is good? God does, not man. When God created the heavens and the earth and all living things, He declared they were good (Genesis 1:4,10,12,18,21,25,31; 2:9,12). We see this in the Ten Commandments and in many other passages throughout the Bible. 

In Acts 10, we see the good works of Jesus in contrast to the devil’s oppressive deeds against people. Therefore, the works of God/Jesus/Holy Spirit are good, and the works of the devil are oppressive. 

Acts 10:38 "You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 
We see in the Bible that governments are allowed by God but not advised (1 Samuel 8.) The first secular government to come to God’s people in the Bible is in 1 Samuel 9ff. The people clamored for a king like their neighbors. They compared themselves to the rest of the world who had a secular king. Ever heard the expression, “Watch what you pray for”? Humanity with a choice often chooses what is not good for itself.
The consequences for going away from God are always damaging and severe. All three of the first kings God anointed (Saul, David, Solomon) had severe character flaws. Yes, they were all icons, to some degree, in Hebrew history, especially David and Solomon. There isn’t any book in the Bible attributed to King Saul. At least, David and Solomon chose enough “good” to still be used by God. God called upon David to write many of the Psalms and Solomon to write Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon and much of Proverbs. Most of us know that Saul was predictably killed in battle. 

 So, finding a Godly, virtuous king proved challenging. Not only was a good king hard to find, the people were hard to rule. The Bible details the Hebrew people’s rebellion against God, the same as people do today. 
We Are Free to Choose God’s Good Virtuous Life 

Considering “virtue”, which is moral excellence; God calls us to this character. Virtue is a trait or quality that is morally good. Therefore, virtue is valued as a foundational principle of a good moral person. By extension, a good moral person is a person who pursues God. In theory, if a nation’s citizens are pursuing God then you can have a Godly nation. This is basic understanding on how to be a nation that “God will bless.” It is elementary, but it is revealing that most Americans do not think this way.  
 Freedom and virtue in America are a challenging study. At first, freedom had its limitations. Considering the freedom to vote, only male landowners could vote. Compare this with the Bible, and the theocracy set-up by God in the Exodus, only Moses’ voice speaking for God carried the final vote. The challenge is clear; can a people rule themselves without God? In the Exodus, this was clear. The people soon turned to worship their own ideas which was destructive.  
What Virtues Came from The American Civil War

Virtues did come (14th Amendment 1868), but many long in coming. Many Americans only know the general history of America. America did move away from sins of the past. However, this movement took a long time. It is not well-known that it was The U.S. Supreme Court, the side that won the Civil War, who ruled on May 18, 1896, the Court's “separate but equal” decision in Plessy v. Ferguson. The high court upheld state-imposed Jim Crow laws. About eighty years after the Civil War, there was still a separation of the races by Northern culture. In 1944, the labor unions in Philadelphia would not allow blacks to have jobs within their union. It took an Army General to threaten to send the white union workers to the battlefield if they did not go back to work. They had been on strike in protest of blacks being hired. The Federal government, the government that won the Civil War, did not enact Civil Rights legislation until the mid-1960’s. Freedom has had many definitions and applications.  

A nation can only have virtue if that virtue includes self-giving for the benefit of their neighbor. This community virtue is the product of personal virtue. This is a product of a Biblical worldview, to love God and your neighbor. 
Freedom Depends On . . .?

Freedom in America depends upon the spiritual internal drive of the individual. We should look upon our fellow human being as a creation of God. We are all created in God’s image to have a relationship with Him (Genesis 1:26,27). However, it is true that some have turned in their opportunity to have a relationship with God for a life of serving themselves leading to debauched depravity. God has turned them over to their own desires (Romans 1).
The Bible has a definition for freedom. Freedom from sin and its affects is to what God calls us. 
Galatians 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore, keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.  
1 Peter. 2:15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.  

2 Peter 2:18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.
Galatians 5:13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another
There isn’t any such thing as absolute freedom. A person will either be guided by God’s Holy Spirit or by themselves. If guided by themselves then they will be guided by God’s enemy the Devil. A person not indwelled by God’s Holy Spirit is not strong enough on their own to withstand the Devil. 

Unrestrained freedom is anarchy. We are free to choose to live God’s plan in our life and have His freedom of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, self-control, and gentleness. Against such life, there is no law from God. This is what gives us the freedom to forgive. The problem with an ungodly person is they do not have the freedom to forgive. They are captivated in chasing their own desires. They are a prisoner of their own wants.
We know that they will never be free unless they turn their hearts over to the Lord. Jesus asked the Rich man to turn-over his possessions to the poor. The rich man could not do this and was trapped as a prisoner in the world his personal desires had created. He hadn’t any freedom. Christ offered him freedom (Matthew 19:23). It was not the money that held him captive. It was the value the Rich man placed on the money which was above his relationship with the Lord. It could have been another area in the Rich man’s life; however, it happened to be money. In contrast, Christ offered Zacchaeus freedom in Luke 19. However, in contrast to the Rich man, Zacchaeus took Jesus’ offer. 
The Roman Centurion was a freeman and had secular authority. However, the Centurion did not use his Roman authority to command Jesus to come to his house and cure his servant. The Centurion surrendered his Roman Command of authority to the Lord. The Centurion used his freedom of faith. Which is exactly the conduit Jesus used to heal his servant.  

 Matthew 8:5-13   5 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him,  6 "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly."  7 And he said to him, "I will come and heal him."  8 But the centurion replied, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed.  9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, "Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith.  11 I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven,  12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."  13 And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; let it be done for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed at that very moment.
Our freedom to choose the Lord will set us free

 AMEN
